Town of West Bend Town Board Minutes

October 12th, 2016

Chairman Paul Rice called the Town of West Bend Town Board meeting to order at 6:00 P.M..

Chairman Paul Rice read the Call of the Meeting.

Roll Call was taken.  Present:  Chairman Paul Rice, Supervisor Jeff Geib, Supervisor Jim Heipp, and Clerk Rebecca Schuster.

Chairman Paul Rice made a motion to convene into closed session pursuant to Section 19.85 (1) (c) Wisconsin State Statutes- Considering employment promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the government body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility to review Town employee performance.  Supervisor Jeff Geib seconded the motion.  Roll Call vote, Chairman Paul Rice; aye, Supervisor Jim Heipp; aye, and Supervisor Jeff Geib; aye.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

Supervisor Jim Heipp made a motion to convene back into open session.  Supervisor Jeff Geib seconded the motion.  Roll Call vote, Chairman Paul Rice; aye, Supervisor Jim Heipp; aye, and Supervisor Jeff Geib; aye.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting convened back into open session. 

Chairman Paul Rice called the Town of West Bend Town Board meeting to order at 6:36 P.M..

 Clerk Rebecca Schuster read the Call of the Meeting.

Roll Call was taken.  Present:  Chairman Paul Rice, Supervisor Jim Heipp, Supervisor Jeff Geib, Deputy Clerk Jennifer Rozek, Clerk Rebecca Schuster and Treasurer Julie Ihlenfeld.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Approval of Minutes from the September 7th, 2016 Town Board Meeting.  Supervisor Jim Heipp made a motion to approve the minutes.  Supervisor Jeff Geib seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Approval of Minutes from the September 29th, 2016 Town Board Meeting/ Work Session. Supervisor Jim Heipp made a motion to approve the minutes.  Supervisor Jeff Geib seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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Washington County Sherriff Presentation:  The Sherriff was not present.  
Treasurer's Report:  Treasurer Julie Ihlenfeld gave the Treasurer's Report.  Chairman Paul Rice made a motion to approve the Treasurer's Report.  Supervisor Jeff Geib seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

Review of Bills and Authorization of Payments.  Supervisor Jim Heipp made a motion to Approve the Bills and Authorize payments.  Chairman Paul Rice seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

Motion re:  Employee Compensation.  The board has agreed to award the three Full Time employees, John Smith, Bill Roggenbach and Rebecca Schuster with a 2% raise.  Judy Keith, Ed Ihlenfeld, Dennis Roethle, Jennifer Rozek and Steve Weinert will receive a $.50 per hour increase.  Julie Ihlenfeld will be increased to $13,500.00 per year.  The new wages will be in effect starting November 1, 2016.    Chairman Paul Rice made a motion to grant the raises as mentioned above.  Supervisor Jim Heipp seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
Discussion and/or Action re:  Appointment of new Town Attorney.  We are looking for a new attorney because our well respected long term attorney, Attorney Kiefer is retiring.  He will be missed.  Attorney Kiefer has been with the Town since 1979 and is a valuable source on knowledge and information for our Town.  Attorney Kiefer has decided to pass his law practice on to Schloemer Law Firm and plans on consulting with them for a few years to help with the transition.  Chairman Paul Rice stated that he did speak with the attorney from Schloemer Law Firm that Attorney Kiefer has recommended.  He was pleased with him but also felt that he would perhaps like to consider Attorney Stan Riffle instead.  Attorney Riffle has a history with the Town as he has helped us with many issues, including the Boundary agreement and currently the Shoreland issues we are dealing with.  He would only be approximately another $20.00 an hour than Attorney Kiefer was charging us.  The Law firm that Stan works with only deals with Municipal Law and are experts at it.  Chairman Paul Rice would like to appoint Stan Riffle as our Town Attorney.  Supervisor Jim Heipp stated that he had spoken with Attorney Kiefer and was reassured that if we chose to go with someone other than Schloemer Law Firm that we would be able to access the all of our town records.  However, he feels there is more to consider with this.  Attorney Riffle is located in Waukesha so that means we would be having more travel time charged to us than if we use the local firm of Schloemer.  Also, there is no guarantee that the charges will not be raised after we appoint Attorney Riffle.  Chairman Paul Rice agreed that we have more things to consider but feels that Attorney Riffle has a history with the Town.  Chairman Paul Rice made a motion to appoint Attorney Stan Riffle and his law firm as the Town of West Bend Attorney's.  There was no second to Chairman Rice's motion.  Supervisor Jeff Geib made a motion to appoint the Schloemer Law Firm as the Town's Attorney's.  Supervisor Jim Heipp requested that we discuss the other items on the agenda and come 
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back to this issue as he wanted to think about his options a little longer.  The Board moved on to the next agenda item.  

Presentation:  State of the County, Joshua Schoemann, County Administrator.  County Administrator Joshua Schoemann was present to give us a report on the County.  Please see attached information.   

Discussion and/or Action re:  Approval of Grota Appraisal Contract.  Chairman Paul Rice made a motion approve the Grota Appraisal Contract.  Supervisor Jeff Geib seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

Budget Review and Authorization for Clerk to publish the Budget.  Chairman Paul Rice made a motion to authorize the Clerk to publish the budget. Supervisor Jeff Geib seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

Discussion re:  Fire Calls.  There were four fire calls this month.   This brings us up to 22 for the year.  Of the four, two of them were again from Cedar Community.  Cedar Communities has had 8 so far this year.  Per agreement, they are allowed three per year with no charge.  A letter was sent last month stating that they may be charged for the extra calls.  We need to send them another letter letting them know that they will now be receiving a bill for the excess charges at the end of the year with the total amount due so far so they can plan for it.  The Cottages has been responsible for four of the eight calls so we should include that with their letter for information.  
Granting of Bartender Licenses.  Chairman Paul Rice made a motion to approve the bartender licensed applied for.  Supervisor Jeff Geib seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  
Other correspondence received by the Clerk and/or Town Board to be discussed at next months meeting.  Supervisor Jim Heipp stated that he had spoken to Lee Krueger.  Lee Krueger mentioned that the Washington County Historical Society would like to do a presentation on the history of the Town of  West Bend and thought that it would be nice to hold the presentation at the Town Hall.  Lee Krueger will be doing the presentation.  Lee Krueger has written great books on our history and is very knowledgeable about the history of the Town of West Bend.  The Board members felt that this was a great idea and would like to host the presentation here at the Town Hall.  It would be set for next May with a anticipated date of May 16, 2017.  We will help spread the word on this great event.  
Discussion and/or Action re:  Appointment of new Town Attorney.  With all of the other Town business taken care of we have come back to the issue of who to appoint for the Town Attorney.  We have two motions on the table. Chairman Paul Rice made a motion to appoint Attorney Stan Riffle and his law firm as the Town of West Bend's 
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Attorney's.  Supervisor Jeff Geib made a motion to appoint the Schloemer Law Firm as the Town of West Bend's Attorney's.  Supervisor Jim Heipp seconded Supervisor Jeff Geib's motion to appoint the Schloemer Law Firm as the Town of West Bend's 

Attorney's.  Supervisor Jeff Geib, aye, Supervisor Jim Heipp, aye, Chairman Paul Rice, nay.  Motion carried.  Schleomer Law Firm will be appointed as the Town of West Bend Attorney's.  
Supervisor Jim Heipp made a motion to adjourn.  Supervisor Jeff Geib seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:30 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted this 13th day of October 2016.

Rebecca Schuster

Clerk

